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ARTHUR CLARKE ON SULPHUREOUS FUMIGATION. 


possession of ineans for relievi 6 diseased ection 
producing determination to the su of te by 
coosidered an object the Grst i 
this purpose, are usuall and 

heat : thus employed, active, and energetic then in any 
other form, that circumstance advantages 


besides bei the most powerful -medical agent, adits. of 
application any other with which we are 
is exposed to a much higher temperature than 
of the blood, which is 98, (for exam to 120 ,) & preternatural 
expansion is given to the vessels of skin, and are stimulated iato 
an. increased , act irculating. blood is drawn from the intetior 
= te ere of th ody, ands perpaion pe 
$s sweeps with it.all temporary obstructing matter, and 
tile aci su tempora- 
ry Latpareetinns fhe ence in the skin, ac with 
wslight ite This, applications, diseased 

—enticle, and ciliates’ the renewal of new one ; by which menos the 
healthy functions of the skin are re-established and its color restored. 
During this process the stomach and intestines, being partially deprived 
of blood, are for a time relaxed. When the temperature is reduced to 
that of the atmosphere, the blood to 
the balance in the circulation is restored without any subsequent incon- 
venience. 

Sulphur for centuries past has been considered the most efficacious 
remedy in the cure of diseases of the skin, particularly of that called the 
itch. The ordinary method of applying it, however, in the " of — 
ointment, is not only unpleasant and cadleenty, but by cloggie 
of the skin, and obstructing the free passage to the omens of 
ble perspiration, lays open the constitution to the attac of cold. nea 


and many other complaints : while, applied in a gaseous state, — 


the medium of heat, it assists in opening the pr 
ration, and is atiended by the most remarka vantages - 
<The sulphureous famigation invig orates the system and fortifies it 
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io, 


perfectly clean in its application. Besides these salutary effects, the 

odor it communicates is far from being unpleasant, as it resembles ether, 
and is consequently unlike any of the other preparations of sulphur. 

the may seem at first to 

transient effects only ; by careful and well-timed repetitions, 

they will at length durable ; and whenever they pro: 


2 languor,. it is only , and is not attended by any 
There can no danger any case, when 
ion is of a sufficient tem ure, not of too a 
‘matter of greai to have in 
i of organization, is liable to an increased 


jelap and , in strong robust constitutions ; or calomel in a 
} portion, followed by some gentle cathartic, in cases which are 


instances it is proper to take a dose of medicine, and one or 
baths, previous to submitting the body to the action of the 


¢ duration of each fumigation may usually be half an hour, and the 

, the age, 


to 


ind patient, and the inveteracy of the complaint. | 
may be perseveringly used every day for a month or longer, and 
and licated cases may be repeated three or four times a day. 
“Exercise in the open air, after each fumigation, where the strength of 
y patient and the state of the weather will permit, is refreshing and in- 
i and is preferable to rest or going in a carriage. | 
i ieee fumigations, like all other powerful remedies, should 
not be aie mee directions of a medical bow or an intelli- 
attendant tical experience, as great mischief may arise from 


EMPYEMA. 


Cases of Empyema, with Practical Remarks. By J. A. Atten, M.D. 


‘of Middlebury, Vermont. | 
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 
‘Tue ancients made use of the word ‘ Empyema ’ to express every kind 
of internal su ion. physicien of Alexandra, who fcarish 
‘ed about the close of the fifth century, first used the term to denote a 
Collection of ‘purulent matter within the cavity of the pleura. The best 


actio né ulness c tts vessels, while the pody Is n so high a tempera- 
taré. If therefore the fumigation should produce considerable headache, 
| bloodletting ought to be performed 
| delay, and at night some suitable cathartic should be administer- 
: ed, as 
| most 
| 
| 
| 


standing such authority, I have presumed to place the first 


y 
and dis: 

increased 

ex 


These symptoms were, however, unaccompanied with Ass 


og, that it was a 
considerable time before he was able to speak, when he exclaimed, ‘ the 


bable an adhesion had taken place between the lung on that side 


. ation a passage had been made from the ulcer on the side, directly into 
the air-vessels of that lung, which, before I put in the turpentine, was to 
a considerable d hy ne closed with matter ; and that this circum- 
stance most probably would render the event of the case fatal. Havi 
ed several remedial measures for his comfort, I left my patien 
feeling in my own bosom the most extreme and painful emotions in re- 
gard to the effect of the turpentiue on the delicate, mucous, and ulcerated 
‘surface of the right lung. 1 heard no more from my patient for a week, 
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subsequent 
within, the cavity of the pleura. It is believed the close relation whic 
. the.case; Sustains to true empyema, and the practical deductions whi | 
are: drawn from it, are sufficient to justify this innovation upon moder 
usage. 
Case, 1,—Towards the close of ilage, if 1813, I visited for miy 
preceptor, Paul Wheeler, M.D., of Warsbore’, Vt., a young man 
of Higgins, about 20 years of age. He | feeb! | 
man, ;. but. what pecuped most.of my attention, and for what, indeed, he. 
me called medical advice, wags an ee, which had formed on the right 
side of his thorax, over the sixth and seventh ribs near prstidn rr k 
had been discharging for some time, and now presented considerable of a 
cavity under the integuinents, over the ribs. Having satished mysé 
that the excavation did not pass into the cavity of the chest, I proceede 
to syringe it with oil of turpentine, in accordance with the recommend: 
tion of the late Prof, Nathan, Smith, in vitiated, sinous, and ill-condi lone 
ulcers. By the repetition of this process every second or third day, and 
the internal use of some vegetable tonics, the ulcer assumed a b alth 
aspect, and his general health began toimprove. In a short time, howe- 
! ver, he grew remiss in this course of medication, and finally 
all roumnedial measures, till Jan 1814, when I was again 
visit bim 
c 
ration. 
gular di 
pulmonary consumption. Having. carefully examined, with my pro 
, the cavity of the ulcer, and found tno communication into the cavity 
the thorax, I again resorted to the use of the turpentine injection, with 
the intention a more of pus. I filled 3 
common syringe, which held about a gill, wi spirits o rperine i | 
turpentine is in my mouth.’ 1 immediately gave him freely of tincture 
of opium, and he took considerable olive ot and honey. In about an 
hour the severe effects of the turpentine had abated to such a degree 
that I_venwred to leave him, after informing his father that it was 


reeably surprised by the arrival of his father, who intro- 
te you go and syringe out Ira’s 
has not been so well for some time ; the turpentine in- 


the side, presented a healthy appearance. I determined 
of the injection, modified in its irritating property by the 
"result was equally beneficial. ‘The mixture was injected into the alcer 
| the side, end into the lung, for several weeks ; when the be- 
so closed that none could be made to pass. Ultimately the ulcer 
‘entirely healed, and the became apparently well.’ T 


howev 
‘ employment, and eventually died with consumption in about 
- two years from the 


3 


healing of the ulcer. It remains to be remarked that 
in the interims of time between the use of the stinwlating injections, my 
jent made constant use of vegetable tonics, and also a preparation 
of sanguinaria canadense. In this instance, the beneficial results from an 
_ jiavigorating course of internal medicines, and stimulating injections into 
‘the cavity of the thorax, are as completely demonstrated as though bis 
The through the parietes 
of the side into the bronchial tubes, a bealthy secretion of pus, — 
and shortly after closed. What more can be anticipated from the most 
successful remedial agent in any case? Certainly, long life can never 
be promised, or exemption from any disease be obtained by the use of 
the most specific and never-failing remedy. In the present'case, itis - 
evident that the stimulus of the turpentiie, even upon the delicately or- 
t » changed the vitiated ulcerative action into one of a sanative 
> precisely in the same manner, it would have done the secreting 
surface of a sinous ulcer, situated in a more favorable texture. The 
‘practice of changing the action of ill-conditioned ulcers, whether sinous 
or superficial, in common textures, by the use of some stimulating or 
detergent article, is at present a very common practice ; and it would 
seem that formerly more delicate structures were treated upon the same 
principle. Boerhaave, in his 1191st Aphorism, recommends, when pus is 
collected in the cavity of the chest, and an opening is to be made on the 
affec or fourth and fifth ribs, reck- 
' w, to the pus flow out slowly, and at int 
and then to cleanse the cavity of the thorax with he sea aad 
Van Swieten, in his Commentary on the 895th Apborism of Boerhaave, 
mentions a case of a young man, who had an abscess in the anterior me- - 
diastinum, sufficiently large to contain a pint of liquid, which was used 
as a detergent injection, that he cured in eight months, notwithstandi 


the middle of the sternum was carious ing ini i 

it through w 

, Recovery, from cases identical with the one I have here reported, it 

is I have not been able to find a well- 
instance. experienced surgeon, M. Sabatier, has 
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when I was 

again, for he 

jection has made him raise freely, and the sore disc matter ; 
‘ and T believe if it can be syringed out a few times, he will get well.’ 1 

found him much i ed—the purulent matter expectorated, and that 

| | 


noted a similar occurrence which proved fatal in a soldier. An abscess. 
had been originally situated between the intercostal and the pectoralis 
minor and major muscles, and the matter, as M. Sabatier ; 
made its way by several ulcerated openings into the chest. T 
in some places, was adherent to the pleura. The quantity of effused. 
matter was very considerable. Vid. Ree’s Cycloped. Art. Exnpyemn. 

’ De. James Johnson, the learned editor of ice 
Review, has recorded in his Journal for October 1830 a remarkable case 
of Tubercular Excavation, ccmmnunicating with the external air through - 
an aperture between the ribs. The patient, aged 47, had had a 7 
some cough, and puriform sputa, occasionally tinged with blood. A tumor 
was discovered immediately below the sterno-clavicular articulation, but 
rather nearer the shoulder, which was distended on coughing or expira-. 
tion. The integuments eventual gre way, and air and pus were dis- 
charged from the orifice. Pill of. 

ale, meat, eic., and a light compress over the aperture, constituted the 


portion of the ribs, it was found that this aperture terminated in 
an immense cavern in the tie lung, which was capable of containing at. 
tolerably dense 


the side, into some kind of a tuwor. This, it is believed, proved fatal., 
At the Hospital of St. Louis, a Jad aged 18 years died June 6th, 1831, 
who had had a fistulous.opening near the clavicle, through which, when. 
the patient Rongbem purulent matter was ejected. The discharge be-, 
came foetid, the strength of the current of air through the aperture: 
ver cavity was partia wi » and communicating: 
wit the bronchi, as well as the Vide Boston 


whether the ordinary practice of the. present period, in cases analogous 
to those reported by Dr. : 


common, fatality of arises so much iro . 
srortal ehasacter of the deste, from the inefScient, negative, oF 
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measures. | case | | 
membrane.’ 

The late Prof. Nathan Smith mentioned in a lecture, at Dartmouth, | 
N: H., in 1812, the case of a man on whom he had operated for hydro- 
thorax, and removed two gree of water. The aperture in his side 
continued nine years open; during which time the serous membrane of 
the cavity of the chest assumed the ulcerative action,. which destroyed 
the pleura pulmonalis and parenchyma of the lung to such an_ extent 
that air was discharged, at each expiration, through the be rica in the 
side from the bronchial tubes, some time before it destroyed the patient. 

The late learned and distinguished patriarch of American physicians, 

Dr. E. A.. Holyoke, has somewhere related a case in which was 
' a e from the ramifications of the windpipe, t the parietes of 
of and several cases of subsequently to 


9819. At’ 


pe menage of curative means would relieve many of those cases, 
are how too often abandoned by the medico-chirurgical practi- 
tioner as unavoidably fatal. There is, it must be admitted, a difference, 
which requires attention to be had in view, when practical measures are 
to correct a vitiated secretion of different ulcerated surfaces. 
is somewhat of a dissimilarity of character, practically considered, 


@hether the disease be situated in the cellular, glandular, or muscular 
- syétems ; ‘or in the parenchyma of the lungs, or in the cineritious portion 


of the brain ; and also, ther an ulcerated surface or aposteme be 
» Syphylitic or cancerous. In each and all of these instances it 
id Obvious that there is also a community of character, and, so far as 
loéal treatment is concerned, one pathological state which every effectual 
remedial agent must remove or suspend. That is—It must produce a 
change of the morbid action of the diseased secreting surface. Upon 


this principle is to be explained the success which sometimes attends 


the use of articles essentially diverse and opposite in their characters, in 
sinous and ill-conditioned ulcers. Hence the success which has occa- 


potash or the mineral acids. The utility of sulphate of copper, as re- 
silver as advi Hallaran, and of the nitrate of 


phlegmonous 7 

tida; depends for their ive and advantageous powers upon the 
} ion ofa change of the abnormal action of the part. Healthy sup- 

i; which appears to be an essential requisite for good incarnation, 
‘whatever part it may be situated, needs no alterative agent. ‘Its ten- 
pt Aled produce a healthy restoration of parts, which have d 


ic lesion. Unhealthy or ulceration, in whatever 
m, Or n it may occur, in all its diversified varieties, is 
esen' ' different, ing wholly morbid, and therefore uiring for its 
removal ‘some adequate agent. ‘In all such eases, the object ev 
remedial tieasare is to change the pathological state of the part affected, 
without reference to the system, textute, or organ’ concerned. To 
ange the morbid condition of some part, is the genuine design of every 
edical as well as chirurgical mean. On account of their accomplishing 
this required change of action, exclusive of any one specific principle 
inherent in the agent used, objects of rey characters have 


athletic Called on me’ Yor advice, at Bvatle- 

an “between the ribs of th 


tice | ed ; that a more and 
: Onally attended the empirical use of arsenic, corrosive sublimate, and 
| 
| stood this important practical fact. Hence, we find reference had to 
: such dissimilar articles as physic, iron, ‘and fire, successively, as remedial 
He thus remarks—-Que medicamenta non sanant, ea ferrum 
at que non sanat, ea ignis sanat ; vero ignhis non sanat 

Case 


Extirpation of the Parotid Gland. 
side, through which was daily discharged 


a 
ter, tothe amount of at least a pint. The 
ailment was, that in January last he had a 
slowly recovered so far as to be about, but had not 
been able to perform some manual labor ; that about a week since, 1 
engaged in washing sheep, and when standing in the watery. 


a 


and agreeable exercise. Under this 
i for two or three months, 

he, ceased visiting me. Three 
years afterwards, he had the goodness to address me a letter, in w 


aks 


his health, so as to labor well at the shoemaker’s trade, in the vicinity of 
Cases analogous to this do, indeed, sometimes, recover, unaided 

any surgical or medical treatment. One such hes fallen under my own 


observétion... But the process is loog, tedious... and. dangerous. 
may accomplish in. years, what she might have done in a fe 


the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

S1n,—More, than a year since, I was consulted, by the subject of 
follawing described operation, and recommended the immediate hs 


about 


has 

something give Way in ms side, and he tink: Dis Unie, at 
a gallon of pure pus was discharged from the right cavity of the thorax. 
His health now declined rapidly, cope oe was able to ride in a waggon 
to consult me, a distance of twenty miles inaday. To change the se 
cretions of the cavity of the thoras, and induce | 
consequently granulation, he was directed to syringe his side daily wit 
lime-water, having added to it a moderate quantity of the tincture : 
myrrh. To co-operate with the same intention by internal measures, he 
took, three times a day, one eighth of a grain of corrosive sublimate dig- 
solved in a little water, acidulated by the addition of a few drops of| 
riatic acid ; and to invigorate the system, he used bark and wine, a 
tated that bis side was perlectly sound, and thi 
aiced | 
tion | 
which ‘serve to establish the 
observation. ‘They are to be 
numbers of this Journal. 

of aged 65 years, submitted to the operation, He, is 
inches, in formerly of an excellent 
the last.fiye, years has been gradually time of th 
operation, ; pas . very He has | inured to labor, frour his 
youth up to the, present, ime.. ‘He says be has been a temperate man, in 
40 the last years, preyious, to, the operation, fr 
‘quent Jencinafing pavgs in the. region of the, parotid gland. 
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Surgical. Sketches of Paris.—No. II. 
the articulation of the lower jaw, and seemed to dip in bebind the 


It. wei two ounces the day after its removal. The wound. was 
closed by stitches, and adhesive plaster, in the usual manner enunen. Save 
and water were ney used as a lotion, and the wound c up 


kindly. The patient was allowed scarcely anything but gruel, for 

the frst three cs An occasional laxative was necessary. I believe 
every vestige of the diseased gland was removed. The hemorrhage, 
and none oc- 
curred subsequent 
"T have directed the patient to keep the eyelid closed, occasionally, by 


means of an adhesive strip, especially during the night. I understand. he 


Meladoe’s Falls, Vi., June 4, 1833. 


SURGICAL SKETCHES OF PARIS, BY AN AMERICAN STUDENT.—NO. ¥. 
(t'ommunicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical 


times the last two months, and three of most striking 
cases, all children ; two of these, when the wound was early healed, 
were taken with vomitings, pain in the abdomen, &c., and on being 
sounded, pieces of stone were found to have been left in the bladder. 
The wounds were forced open and the calculi extracted. We have had 
some very interesting cases at the Hétel Dieu of late. 1. A case of 
dislocation of the ulna forward on the wrist, which as you know is very 
rare, and in fact has been doubted to have ever taken e. I shall en- 
xtirpation, as it was called, a portion of 
lower portion ; it seemed to me to be a glandular tumor in a 
A crucial incision was made over it, and the four flaps dissected up ; 
thet-if the facial. nerve: wes. found: lyieg on the 
tumor, the operation must be discontinued. This was not the case, and 
‘the tumor, being encircled, was seized by the operator and rooted out. 
This is a favorite mode of extracting tumors, used much by the French 
situated = = inside of the thigh, reaching from the nearly to the 
knee, plac ed among the adductor muscles. After his crucial in- 
cisions, and dissecting round the tumor, he dug it out with his fingers. I 


soi 
ranws. 
n two amputations ; one Ci f operation : did not 
fet of quite enough of te Guia first tte, bu wo mater, sewed off | 
ttle piece more, | Eight or ten ligatures were put in, aod the wouad 
dressed beautifully on the spot: 
‘a girl, who hed an artificial joint, six inches below’ the shoulder flap 
operation : ‘beautifully ‘done, and dressed with six ligatures: | I) have 
‘been toh, bat do not know how true it is, that out of twenty amputations 


at La Charité, six have recovered. This is riot the fault of the operations, 
which are done in the most master ae but probably arises from 


the great suppuration caused’ by so. ‘ligatures. They do not know 
‘what beehthy inflarotiation ia here 5 and or the wounds in an amputa- 
tion. neat ‘by the first intention, never think of it. On Tharsday and 


when we have no lecture from Dupuytren,.1 commonly attend 
lectures at the te take fo 
t day for the tal, as it is 
sleeping till 10 o’clock. 
Jan. They are very cautious how ‘they am putate here, as mtore 
than two thirds of their patients die after it. This 5 att i attribute: a 
their mode of "ted preventing byte tenon. When 
woond with tit, and preventing its healing by the first intention — 
this is not done, the number of ligittides ‘in the wound prodaces 


I sa w Dupaytren operate the other day for the radical care of hydro- 


eele,- "After having made his incision into the tunica vaginalis, instead 


of leaving the om with a piece of lint in the wound as with us, he 
eae it out like a football. A great hemorrhage took place into the 


ular membrane, followed by suppuration, and the patient was more 


‘of ‘the size of'a peach. The skin of the tongue did not appear 
to panake in. the disease. Dupuytrea pronounced it a carcinomatous 
“Teshad been eight years in formi 
A was res ade direct over its part, 
a3 tumor was projected out over 


for per and with the 


‘tures of the clavicle. His mode of: dressing consists, Ist, in a 
‘thin comptess: the axilla of the: effected side., forearm is 


‘then bent at an acute angle to the arm,: and placed firmly: egsinst the 
“bredst. A ‘bandage is then applied, beginning at the axilla of the affected 
igide, ‘passes .round: the: body over: the afiected clavicle, once or-twitie 
‘round the elbow::to ‘the sho 


Surgical- Sketches of Paris.—No. II. 

‘wmupuviren remar hat there wo kinds of ca 
tongue, those by a degeneration of its substance, and t y @ new 

| formation: the former. case he would have been obliged to cut,ont 

| the whole substance of the tongue, as the disease would not be limited); 

| ‘othe latter it would only be necessary, as in the present case, to extir- 
The operations for cataract at the Hétel, Dieu 
Du 

6 by: t or three : tc ? body. pec OF. tht: 

| beotetiod! ; getting rid: of, quantityds, lings in 

“freat of the: body’, which he state by. the 
~patient’s tobacoo. Dupuytten still uses the The treatment of 


~ 


fractures here at present ts most simple, as is the apparatus employed 
for the purpose. PF or fractures of the arm, as with us, two or three’ 
splints and a bandage suffice ; in regard to those of the lower extremities,’ 
they differ from us. In the first place, the double inclined plane is.used: 
in fractures. both of the thigh and leg, to prevent all muscular motion; or, 
rather to relax the muscles. No extension is ever made use of, in: frac-. 
tures of the femur, nor in those of the head of that bone ; a double in- 
clined plane being made of pillows, as they have no regular bed for that 
. The patient’ is confined by a round ’ thé’ 
is, and Gxed to'the bars of the bed. It is in fractures of the fibula, 
ever, that Dupuytren has been more particularly successful. ' His’ 
~apparatus consists of a stout splint, which extends from the knee or:from: 
the inside of the leg, to. about six inches below the foot... A,very. thick. 
cushion, stuffed with oats or chopped straw, is placed between the splint 
and the leg. This cushion, however, does not extend the whole 


ene of this will be explained, when the indications to be attained ate 
wn. These are to pry out the lower fi t of the fibula, and'to” 
prevent the font-from cay fe tward, as it alten does after being cured 
in the ordinary mauner. The leg is attached to the'splint by two ban~ 
es: one confines the upper portion. of the splint to the-knee.; the; 
her is passed once or twice around the foot and then over the project-, 
ing splint ; thus pulling the foot in over the pillow, and at the same time 
carrying the fractured portion of the fibula out, and into proximity with 
the superior portion. All the leg, between the foot and knee, is left free 
from every bandage, and open, for any topical application. “The leg is’ 
placed on its side on a raised surface made by pillows, which relaxes the 
muscles, and prevents too great a determination of blood to the part. It 
is coafined in its. place ny bandage passing. once round the limb, and: 
fastened to the slats of the bed. When this apparatus is well applied, 
the patient can raise up, and make some very rough motions with the Jeg. 
without fear of displacement. We have always four or five patients 
under this treatment, and they are cured without any deformity. = 
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“REMOTE ORIGIN OF OPHTHALMIC DISEASE. 


Tuene is no maxim in medicine which. will better bear repetition, then 
that few of the diseases which affect parts of the body are to be properly 
ded as local;, and there is po. ‘department ‘of inguiry in, wi 


and acuteness are displayed with more marked benefit in relieving 


suffering, than in thet of tracing disease to its true origin, in following up, 
its connections with the leading functions of the 


markable facts which hi inciple, 


of the splint, but only to the foot, the splint projecting beyond it. ae 
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Remote Origin of Ophthalmic Disease. 


thalmic disease, in reference to the causes by which amaurosis and si- 
milar affections of the retina are produced. This disease has been dis- 
'‘tinetly observed to follow on gastric repletion, on sudden and violent 
mental emotions, on repelled cutaneous eruptions. Plethora is often an 
evident cause of the affection. Richter mentions an instance in which 
a plethoric person, when he held his breath and looked at a white wall, 
was conscious of observing a kind of network, which came and disap- 
peared with the alternate diastole and systole of the arteries. A man 
became blind on a sudden, while carrying a burden up stairs, apparently 
from the excessive determination of blood to the head. A still more re- 
markable fact of this kind, is that blindness is sometimes produced by the 
state of the vessels which occurs during pregnancy. One case is re- 
corded by Schmucker, in which the sight grew weak in the ninth month, 
and for eight or ten days before parturition: the patient was quite blind. 


Immediately after, the power of seeing returned. Three cases, of a nature 


similar to this, are said by the same author to have fallen under his ob- 
servation. Richter mentions a man who became suddenly blind in con- 
sequence of violent vomiting. External injuries of the head produce 
their effects on the eyes, in a manner which may be referred to this ge- 
neral cause. Another class of causes probably produce blindness, by 
immediately inducing debility. Gutta serena, according to Richter, has 
been the consequence of tedious diarrhea, violent cholera, hemorrhage, 
salivation, and even dropsy. A patient, affected with the latter disease, 
became blind immediately on the water being drawn off by tapping from 


* the abdomen. Other facts, still more singular, relate to the influence of 


the passions in causing this disease. A man lost his sight a few hours 
after being in 2 violent passion, and recovered it the next day in taking 
an emetic, by which a large quantity of bile was evacuated. Ina case 
which came under our own observation, the disease seemed to have ori- 
ginated in debility of the general system, ensuing on abundant evacuation. 
The patient had been affected with severe rheumatism, for which he was 
ordered colchicum several days in succession, in large doses: The arti- 
cle produced its usual effects, and the disease was overcome. The pa- 
tient, however, on returning to his previous occupation, found that his 
sight was affected in a way which disabled him from writing, and made it 
difficult to discern objects in the street. On examination, the pupil of 
one eye was found not to contract on the application of its natural stimu- 
lus.’ A more generous diet and the employment of tonics were entir ly 
succesefal i in removing these symptoms. | 
Dr. Good relates, from Dr. Parell, & case of sudden loss of vision, 
preceded by acute cephalwa, in which an emetic was found, during the 


' act of vomiting, to restore abruptly to the right eye, for both were 


repr with a sensation as if a flash of lightning had been perceived; but 
afterward, the 


“ 
i 
‘ 

4 

i 

| 


patient tried enretics again ; when, after the use of the second, the pu- 
pils of the eye recovered the power of dilating and contracting on expo- 
sure to light, and preserved it till death—but the power of vision was not 
restored. During the whole of this case of blindness, the sense of hearing 
was peculiarly acute. | 
Deafness as well as blindness occasionally supervenes on derangement 
of the gastric organs. Ina patient in advanced life, whose hearing was 
imperfect, a marked diminution of the sensibility of the organ supervened 
on an imprudent and ill-digested meal. As the stoinach and bowels re- 
turned to their natural state, the hearing gradually improved. | idnd 


IMPORTANT FACT RESPECTING ERGOT. 
We learn by the Dublin Journal that a series of experiments has been - 
performed, with a view to ascertain, if possible, why so much uncertainty 
exists in the action of this medicine, and whence the great diversity of 
opinion among medical men respecting its true value as a partus accele- 
rator. The very prominent place held by the ergot in the materia medi- 
ca, and the particular circumstances under which it is usually adminis- 
tered, render it extremely important that a greater degree of reliance 
might be placed on its effects than can exist with the present experience 
of the faculty. With all its power in many instances, we must allow that 
we never prescribe it with that perfect confidence of certain definite 
effects which we feel in administering other medicines ; and that is not an 
idle page that unfolds the true source of this uncertainty. We shall, 
therefore, present the reader with the results of these experiments, and 
commend them to his particular notice. | 


‘ M. Boettcher, apothecary at Menselwitz, in the Duchy of ————- 
having thought thet the diversity of the action of this aidicles might de- 
pend on the period at which it was collected, got in a certain quantity of 
it before and after the harvest, so that in the first case he took away the 
grains of the ear while still in the ground, whilst in the second he gather- 
ed them in the threshing floor, where the rye wasthreshed. He directed 
the separate ucts of these two crops « the Minister of Public In- 
struction at Berlin, who remitted them to Doctor Kluge, Head Physician 
to the Hospice de la Maternité. The medicine was administered to 15 
women only, the quantity not being large enough to allow it to be given 
to more. at the ergot might not produce any bad effect in the mother 
or child, Dr. Kluge took care not to administer it until the neck of: the 
uterus was beginning to dilate, that the pelvis should be well formed, and 
that the child should be placed in a favorable condition, the only circum-. 
stances under which we can obtain favorable results from the use of this 
medicine. The results of his comparative experiments were :— 

Ist. The action of the ergot collected before the harvest was very en- 
ergetic, whilst there was no activity in that collected after the harvest. 
2d. In several cases the use of the first renders unnecessary the employ- - 
ment of the forceps, particularly when the insufficiency of — 
from real atony, or a spasmodic contraction of the neck. 3d. ergot 
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rye collected before vest, possesses the property v 
stor rine and application of the forceps 
certain Cases, the te the pains had entirely ceased, this medicine ma 
‘be Opposed with to loss ‘of ‘blood, which sometimes comes 
‘on at this time in abundance. Ath: ‘The dose i from thirty to dinty grains, 
administered in ten grains at a time every ten minutes,’ ral 
ie only'the first result of Dr. Kluge’s experiments: that 
‘formation valuable to the American physician. For the rest, we all 
‘understand full well already the precise operation and value of this arti- 
‘Cle when ‘good, and its various therapeutic applications. | It is most pro-_ 
bable that the greater part of the ergot sold in the shops is gathered from 
the threshing floor or the bin. It is not easy to explain why the difference 


’ alluded to should exist. But since actual trial is so far superior to any 


reasonings on the subject, we ought to make the above experiments the 
foundation of others, until the question is thoroughly and satisfactorily 
settled, We trust, therefore, that apothecaries, and all who are engaged — 


' jim procuring ergot, may be careful to have it gathered before the harvest; 


and so will the result show whether the true source of the aeons has 


been discovered. 


__It is, perhaps, needless to add that ergot, exposed to the air, soon | 
loses its power, whilst it may be preserved for a year or two if enclosed 
in, whole kernels, in hermetically sealed bottles. It should be thus kept 
by apothecaries, instead of being powdered and loosely thrown into 
Arewers, ont, usually is, 


j “Case of Hip Disease.—Mias Y. ag ed about 10 years, became affected 
with hip Wieeass, nine months Ti, She had been seen by four or five 
physicians before I saw her, all of whom considered the case as an in- 
stance of ordinary hip disease. When I first visited her, I found the hip 
very much swollen, and extremely painful. The whole leg, also, was 
swollen, and oearly an inch longer than the sound one ; and the 
motion or pressure occasioned excruciating pain. In short, the case pre- 
sented all the appearances of a fully developed case of hip disease, tend- 
ings apidly to dislocation and extensive suppuration. 

he patient was put on the exclusive use of mild farinaceous diet; - 
with an occasional dose of blue-mass, followed in the morning by a sa- 
Jine purgative. A carved splint was applied to the leg, and perfect rest 


_ #igidly enjowed. Under this management the general irritation subsided 


very considerably, but the swelling and pain about the hip continued un- 
abated. Five or six weeks after this treatment was begun, a singular 
inflammation of an erysipelatous character occurred on the left external 
ear. The ear was enormously swollen, resembling an irregular, livid 
continued four days, with little or no apparent change, and then gr. 

Immediately after this affection of the ear had 


inflammation about the hip declined so rapidly that in five OF six 
days it could be handled, and the joint moved without occasioning much 
gue ; and the swelli ofthe leg and pain about the knee had almost en- 
firely subsided. The however, continued to be longer thea the 
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other, and there was still a considerable degree of fulness about the af- 
fected hip... From, this.time, the disease very gradually abated, The 
general febrile irritation had entirely subsided, and the patient 
to be comfortable and cheerful; In about four weeks after the inflamma- 
tion of the left ear, a similar affection occurred on the right ear, and went 
through the same course. Immediately after this second erysipelatous - 
inflammation had subsided, the hip again mended rapidly ; and it is now 
wholly, free from pain—can be pretty freely moved, handled and preased 
without, pain ; aod the limb is but very little longer than the sound one, 
There is, however, still:a considerable. degree of fulness about the hip | 
and groin, and pretty strong pressure on the pee trons occasions 
a good deal of pain in the joint.—JWestern Med. Gaz. 


ats 


~ Lumbar Abscess.—H. C. aged 24, had pain and weakness in the back, 
seated in the lumbar region, which had been troublesome at times for 
more than two years. In this time he had repeatedly consulted me 
about it ; but as I did not consider it a matter of much consequence, see- 
ing he was able to F nyh-og labor, I never examined his back, but usually 
prescribed burgundy pitch or some other plaster which did little good but 
atisfy him that he was doing something for it, till he informed me that he 
had iscovered a tumor there. I then for the first time was aware of the 
_ nature of the complaint and of his danger ; but it was too late to improve 
the favorable opportunity for a cure that had already passed. He died of 
lumbar abscess. 
I allude to this case, only to admonish my younger brethren never to | 
iss a patient till he has fully investigated his disease, though it may 
appear but trifling, nor prescribe till he can do it understandingly. Many 
of the fatal cases in all diseases are those which were not fully under- 
stood at the commencement, while an opportunity was favorable for a 
salutary impression. This man might surely have been cured, if proper 
) ies had been applied in the early stage of his disease. A caustic 
‘issue from the part for two or three months would, probably, have been 
sufficient. This happened many reere ago ;—it has taught nie to attend 
to lame backs ; and my patients have since reaped the benefits of the 
lesson. It is always better to cure a lame back soon after its commence- 
ment, though no danger may be apprehended from its continuance ; and 
this purpose we have as remedies, volatile liniment, tartar emetic 
ointment and plaster, local bloodletting, and caustic issues. I am speak- 
ing of it as a local disease ; and these same means may be combinéd 
with general remedies, when it is connected with a constitutional affec- 
tion. With these remedies I always take the course that will be likely 
to effect a cure in the shortest time, without so much regard to the con- 
sequences to the patient during their application ; and although it may 
‘sometimes at first seem unnecessarily severe, the prometners of the cure 
will always compensate for the little suffering endured, and satisfy the 
patient that all has been done for the best. - The tartar emetic plaster, if 
applied so as to produce copious pustular eruptions, will cure all ordinary 
lamenesses of the back. Sometimes, however, it is necessary to keep up 
irritation in the part a week or two, and this is best accomplished by the 
occasional application of a little tartar emetic ointment. But if the dis- 
ease should prove moré obstinate, or of a character that would indicate © 
it, other more energetic means, such as cupping, caustic potash, &ec. 
should be used without the loss of much time, for no advantage is gained 
by delay.— Ibid. | 


? 


ebild.bed, 1— 


* 


Lactucarium and ‘Thridace.—By A. Cnevatiien: The use of the 
Lacruca sativa in the healing art is very ancient, and may be traced 


back to Hippocrates : but like many other remedies, this article was 


successively employed and dba . At present two products are ob- 
tained “te the fettlive, viz. lactucarium and thridace. ‘One of these, 
the lactucatium, was examined by Dr. J. R. Coxe of Philadelphia, in 


1792; the other has since been investigated by several French practi- — 
tioners, who are by no means in unison as to its properties, This die 


crepancy may have arisen from the confusion which exists in the names 
spied to products which are not identical, and which are endowed w 
properties. Thus Dr. Francis has given the name of thridace 
to the lactucarium of the English practitioners, which is a solid, flexible 
or frangible product, obtained by evaporation in the open air, of a white, 


- bitter, viscous juice, which flows from incisions made in the stem of the 


lettuce, when it has acquired its full growth ; whilst other practitioners 
have given the same name to an extract obtained by pounding Jettuce 
leaves or stems, to obtain a juice, which is first f ‘into an extract 
and then dried. : 
- It may readily be supposed that these two products do not ss the 
same properties, and in fact that they are wholly dissimilar. hilst the 
juice which is concentrated by the air is very bitter, and has somewhat 
of the virous sinell of opium, that obtained by expression, &c. has very 
little bitterness, and even is sometimes salt. It is therefore necessa 
that in future a distinction should be made between them. Hence it 
better to retain the name of lactucarium for the concrete product obtain- 
ed by taneous evaporation from the white viscid juice that flows 
from incisions made in the Lactuca sativa, and to give the name of thri- 
dace to the product of the evaporation of lettuce juice by means of heat. 
_ Io a letter from M. Baumann, of Saverne, he gives the foHowing de- 
tails : ‘I send you some lactucarium, which I procured by a pial Bogs, 
and easy method, as in six hours I was able to collect ten drachms of a 
uct similar to that transmitted to you. This is not entirely soluble 
n water, forming an emulsion with that fluid. If this emulsion be pee 
ted to remain undisturbed for some time, part of the product to 
the bottom : this, when exposed to heat, burns like wax, leaving a car- 
bonaceous residue.’ 
M. Baumano’s plan of procuring the lactucarium, is as follows :—He 
cuts a quill in the form of a tuothpick, which is passed through the cork 
of a wide-mouthed bottle ; he makes in¢feions in the lettuce, and collects 
the juice which exudes by means of the quill, which permits it to run into 


- the boitle ; this is then exposed to the heat df the sun, whiehi~evaporates 


the water, and solidifies the lactucarium.. The lettuce plants which have 
been punctured may be kept for the pur of seed, as thjadperation 
does not prevent their ucing as perfect seed as if they had not been 
wounded.—Journ. de Chim Med. : 


Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending June 15, 16. Mules, 12—Females, a 
Of consumption, 7—thront distemper, |—scariet fever, l—croup, l—unknown, 1— 
ntemperance, Stillborn, |}. 
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